
St White’s Primary School – Science 

Years 3 and 4 Rocks 

What knowledge do I already have?

I know that rock is found in the ground.
I know that most plants grow in soil.
I know that volcanoes produce lava. 
I know that rock is a hard material. 

Technical vocabulary

Environment An environment contains many habitats and these 
include areas where there are both living and non-
living things.

habitat The specific area or place in which particular animals 
or plants may live. 

Microhabitat A microhabitat is a very small habitat in places like

under a rock, under leaves or on a branch. Minibeasts

live in microhabitats.
classification This is where plants or animals are placed into groups

according to their similarities.

characteristics The distinguishing features or qualities that are

specific to a species.

Dependence Many living things in a habitat depend on each other.

This means they need each other for different things.

Survive Means to stay alive

Minibeast Invertebrates, including spiders, ants, snails,

butterflies, bees, wasps, flies, woodlice, and many

others

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

There are 3 types of naturally formed rock. I will be 
able to name them and describe how they were 
formed.
Soil is the upmost layer of the earth. 
When an animal dies, it gets covered with 
sediment which turns to rock. Over thousands of 
years, some sediment might get into the mould 
which creates a cast fossil. Erosion and weathering 
may expose the fossil in coming years. 

Values

Challenge Can we find the best soil 

for our allotment?

Commit What test could we 

plan? How will we make 

it fair? 

Conquer What will we be finding 

out when we carry out 

our enquiry? 

Celebrate How will we share our 

success? 


