At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, shouid they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits.
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TikTok is a video-sharing social media app which lets people create, view and download looping 15-second clips.
Typically, these are videos of users lip~syncing and dancing to popular songs or soundbites (often for comic purposes),
enhanced with filters, effects and text. Designed with young people in mind, TikTok skyrocketed in popularity in 2019 and
has featured near the top of download charts ever since. It now has around a billion users worldwide.
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Connecting with others is simple on TikTok ~
including commenting on and reacting to
users’ videos, following their profile and
downloading their content. The majority of
these interactions are harmiless, but -
because of its abundance of teen users -
TikTok has experienced problems with

1\ predators contacting young people.

Like all social media, TikTok is designed to
be addictive. It can be hugely entertaining —
but that also makes it hard to put down. As
well as the punchy nature of the short video
format, the app’s ability to keep users
intrigued about what’s coming next mean
it's easy for a 5-minute visit to turn into a
45-minute stay.

= = r into digital rewards for sending to content
The app has created its own ¥ | ! creators that a user likes. Prices range from
celebrities: Charli D'Amelio and Lil | 99p to an eye-watering £99 bundle. TikTok
Nas X, for example, were catapuited | is also connected with m:o_u,ﬂ. which allows
to fame by exposure on TikTok - . users to buy products through the app.
leading to many more teens attempting .

to go viral and become “TikTok famous™.

While most aspiring stars hoping to be ‘the

next big thing’ will find it difficulf, setbacks

may in turn m.a_.:vn them to M° to even more

drastic lengths to get noticed.

LEARN ABOUT REPORTING
AND BLOCKING
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Meet Our Expert

Parven Kaur is o social media expert and digital media
consultant who is passionate about improving digital literacy for
parents and children. She has extensive experience in the social
media arena and is the founder of Kids N Clicks: a web resource
that helps parents and children thrive in a digital world.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 03.11.2021




